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ABCT PRICER 
 

ABCT Pricer Program is used for Institutional claims such as Inpatient, Home Health, 

Psych and Skilled Nursing Facility.  This program is run after claims have been validated 

and loaded into Plexis Claim Manager.  The intent of this program is to calculate and 

price, based on the CMS standard Medicare reimbursement calculations. That claim is 

updated with the additional pricing information, a note showing the pricing output and 

additional optional data. 

 

ABCT uses the ABCT Pricer program daily in our capacity as a TPA, so we know that 

the software is robust and accurate.  It has been in daily use since it was developed in 

2006.   

 

 

ABOUT ABCT:  

 Industry-leading experience with Plexis Claims Manager since 2004 

 ABCT has been processing Medicare Advantage claims as a TPA since 2005 and 

Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid) claims since 1997 

 Responsive and knowledgeable service 
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Connection to Database 

 

 
 

By using the drop down arrow, determine which database you wish to work with.  Then 

click OK. 
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Selection of Pricer 

 

The top tabs indicate the type of claims that can be processed.  The tabs are Inpatient, 

Psych, SNF and HomeHth. 
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By clicking on Query, claims will be displayed that meet the requirements, in this case, 

Inpatient. Criteria: institutional claim that has not been completed-closed. 
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Working with a Claim 

Once you have the claims showing, select which claim you wish to work with.  Highlight 

the claim you are interested in by clicking on the left side of claim number highlighting 

the whole row.  Then click the Price button.  This will run the appropriate CMS Pricer, 

and automatically feed it the keystrokes to populate the form, calculate the payment, and 

scrape the information from the screen.  Note that it is important to NOT press any keys 

while this is happening (it only takes a fraction of a second). 

 

You can view the output at the bottom of the screen, see what the total claim is, plus what 

pricing was found, and the final outcome after the rules and calculations have been 

applied. 
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Updating Claim into PCM 

Clicking update will update the claim in Plexis Claim Manager with information 

calculated from ABCT Pricer, add a claim note with the text output from the CMS Pricer, 

and optionally set the Medicare Rate User Defined Field to the 100% of Medicare 

amount.  (See Setup section.) 
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Bring up the claim in Plexis Claims Manager.  The Allowed Amount has been updated by 

the ABCT Pricer.  Continue working in PCM on the EOBs, etc., until this claim is 

complete. 
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A note is auto created and attached to the claim showing the CMS Pricer payment screen 

output.  This is very useful for audits, as this is a record of the CMS Pricer version and 

the ultimate calculated results for that claim. 
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Inpatient Update Actions 

 Claim procedure Allowed amount set to Inpatient Pricer amount 

 Claim procedure eobs “687” deleted from claim 

 Claim procedure write_off set to Claim procedure charges and Claim procedure 

status set to “APPROVED” for Claim procedures not like DRG or MS 

 

NOTE: Detail 

 Note User name set to SYSTEM USER 

 Note Category set to “Claim Pricing” 

 Note owner set to “Claim Pricing” 

 Note subject set to “Inpatient Pricer” 

 Note status set to “Open” 

 Note priority set to “Medium” 

 Note text set to Inpatient Pricer returned CMS Pricer text 

 

Episode: 

 Patient Folder created if not existing 

 Service category for Episode set to “Claims Hosp Inpatient” 
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Automatic Batch Update 

If you wish, you can Price and Update many claims with one button click using the Auto 

button found on the inpatient and Psych tabs.  (This will be added to the other tabs in a 

future release.) 

 

Simply click on a row, then shift-click on a second row to select a range.  Auto will then 

price and update each claim listed in those rows of the grid. 
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Other Pricing Types 

SNF 

The SNF Query includes the RUG (Resource Usage Groups) located on the top right 

portion of the Pricer screen.  The information is taken from the database for the claim 

selected.  An example is shown below. 

 

 
 



ABCT PRICER MANUAL.docx  Page 13 

Home Health 

The Home Health query display is based on Revenue code 0023 for increment reporting 

showing services/visits by code for claim selected. 

 

Psych 

Psych Query will display the claims meeting the criteria for Psych queries.  

 

Each of the above functions works the same as the Inpatient tab.   
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Pricers Tab and Updates 

Updates on the ABCT Program are approximately every quarter, check the CMS website: 

For a given fiscal year, the PRICER release schedule is as follows: 

 Initial Release of PRICERS — October 1  

 First Quarterly Release — On or about October 15  

 Second Quarterly Release — On or about January 15  

 Third Quarterly Release — On or about April 15  

 Fourth Quarterly Release — On or about July 15 
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Installation of ABCT Pricer 

Using your browser, go to our web site http://www.abct.com/app/default.aspx  There you 

can install the application, download the documentation (PDF), the SQL installation 

script (ZIP) and the CMS Pricers (ZIP). 

 

 
 

 

http://www.abct.com/app/default.aspx
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PCM Configuration 

Providers 

In Plexis Claim Manager, Provider Management, Providers, make sure that the 

Medicare (Legacy six-digit) Id numbers have been added for each Provider.  (Use Plexis 

Administrator to create the MEDICARE Provider Id category.)  ABCT PRICER uses 

the Provider Medicare (Legacy) number. 
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Medical Groups 

For setting up Payment Percentages for different providers, create a medical group for 

each type and percentage.  For example, to pay 105% of Medicare for Inpatient claims to 

a group of providers, create a group with an Id of $INPT 105%.  Add each provider and 

the effective and term dates as applicable.   

 

 
 

Below is a listing of each medical group prefix used for each claim type:  

 

Prefix Claim Type 

$INPT Inpatient 

$PSY Psych Facility 

$HH Home Health 

$SNF Skilled Nursing Facility 
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Contracts 

For each provider that is to use the Pricer, set up the contract as you would if PCM were 

determining the payment, including linking to fee schedules.  (You will need the fee 

schedule for the Non-OPPS rates for some codes, if using the APC Pricer.)  Check the 

“Use Allowed Amount” checkbox in the contract once the fee schedules are set up. 
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Procedure Code Group 

The Psych pricer uses a procedure code group to determine which DRG or MSDRG 

codes signify a psych claim.  Create a code group named to $PSY: PPS DRGS as shown 

below.  (Note that our system uses the MS prefix, but you should use the codes as defined 

in your installation.) 

 

 
 

For your convenience, the DRG (MSDRG) codes are listed here: 

 

Begin Code End Code Eff Date Term Date 

DRG056 DRG056 2007-10-01  

DRG057 DRG057 2007-10-01  

DRG080 DRG080 2007-10-01  

DRG081 DRG081 2007-10-01  

DRG876 DRG876 2007-10-01  

DRG880 DRG880 2007-10-01  

DRG881 DRG881 2007-10-01  

DRG882 DRG882 2007-10-01  

DRG883 DRG883 2007-10-01  

DRG884 DRG884 2007-10-01  

DRG885 DRG885 2007-10-01  

DRG886 DRG886 2007-10-01  

DRG887 DRG887 2007-10-01  

DRG894 DRG894 2007-10-01  

DRG895 DRG895 2007-10-01  

DRG896 DRG896 2007-10-01  

DRG897 DRG897 2007-10-01  
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Plexis Administrator Definitions 

Several definitions need to be made using Plexis Administrator in order for the 

automatic Claim Notes to be created correctly.  Using the Components > Edit System 

Tables menu function, go to each of the following tables and add the items indicated 

below: 

 

Note Category 

Claim Pricing 

 

Note Owner 

Claim Pricing 

 

Note Subjects 

Inpatient Pricer 

Psych Pricer 

SNF Pricer 

Home Health Pricer 

Note: Define each of the Subjects with the Note Category of Claim Pricing. 
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Case: Service Categories 

The Inpatient and SNF pricers will create or update an Episode for each Claim.  Two 

Case: Service Category entries need to be defined for this to work: Claims Hosp 

Inpatient and Claims SNF Inpatient.   
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Batch Code Assignments 

Each user needs to have EPISODE and PATIENT FOLDER batch code assignments 

for Inpatient and Psych pricers.   

 

 

Medicare Rate 

If desired, you can have the pricer record the 100% of Medicare Rate in addition to the 

calculated value by creating a User Defined Field named “Medicare Rate”.   
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CMS Pricers 

Current and past CMS Pricer downloads and documentation can be found here: 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/PCPricer/index.html 

 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/PCPricer/index.html

